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What really makes a guy hot? Good looks help, of 
course, but it takes way more than a chiseled jaw 
and a great body to make a man worthy of the title 
America’s Hottest Husband. Say hello to Brendan 
Doane, devoted partner, sexy mailman, and your 
pick for the hottest husband of the year! 

by Anna Davies, Lindsey Palmer, 
and Nicole Yorio  
photographed by Jack Guy

we love men

Turn the page  
to read about 
Brendan and  
our runners-up.
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BreNDAN DoANe, 37
Las Vegas ■ U.S. Postal Service mail 
carrier ■ Married two years 
Through rain or sleet or (more likely) 
desert heat, Brendan Doane never 
fails to carry the mail to its appointed 
destination. But no matter how ded-
icated he is to work, he’s even more 
passionate about his wife, Dayna. 
When Dayna was offered a job as a 
TV reporter in Las Vegas, Brendan 
left his manufacturing job in roch-
ester, NY, to move across the 
country with his then girlfriend and 
took a job as a postal worker, de-
livering mail in temperatures top-
ping 100 degrees. He proposed 
on a trip back home to roches-
ter—on the front steps of her par-
ents’ house, where he’d picked her up for their 
first date—and the two married in October 2005. “My husband is 
the best husband in the world!” Dayna told us. And reDBooK 
readers agreed, handing Brendan the most votes out of our 24 
finalists and the title of reDBooK’s Hottest Husband 2008. (The 
prize: an eight-day, seven-night stay for two aboard the Star Clip-
pers Tahiti Cruise.) “Brendan is generous, hardworking, and lov-
ing,” says Dayna, 32. “I am so excited that he is getting the atten-
tion he deserves for being so wonderful—I can’t wait for the world 
to know!” Here’s how Brendan feels about it all:
What do you think makes you a hot husband? “I guess I try to be 
as supportive as I can be. I always try to think, How can I make 

my wife happy? instead of, How 
can I make myself happy?”
So what’s your favorite way to 
make her happy? “I leave notes 
around the house to show affection. 
We have a cat, so I’ll leave a note 
on the refrigerator that says, ‘The 
cat says you looked great in the out-
fit you wore this morning.’” 
What do women need to know about 
men? “As much as we try to show 
that we’re tough and manly, every 
guy is sensitive on the inside. When 
you’re one-on-one with your wife, 
that tough side goes away.”
What did the guys have to say about 
your being in this contest? “No one 
calls me Brendan anymore. My 
friends and coworkers call me ‘Hot-
tie’ or ‘Playboy.’ I think it’s going to 

take a few years for the nicknames to wear off. But I just tell 
myself that they’re jealous!”
What’s the best mail delivery you’ve ever made? “The strangest 
delivery I’ve ever made is a rooster. It came in an express box for 
next-day delivery. I’ve been a pet owner, so I handled it with care. 
That kind of thing makes the job fun.”
How do you look in the shorts? “Ha! I get by, I guess. I try to look 
as neat as I can. My mom says she likes the uniform. But since 
I’m from New York, I wear shorts 10 or 11 months of the year, 
while the other guys only wear them for eight or nine months. 
They think 50 degrees is freezing.”
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hOt, hOt, hOt! Turn up the heat with our five sweet and sexy runners-up.

we love men

JOHN GreeNsTONe, 49 
Fallbrook, CA ■ Fire captain ■ Married 28 
years to Lori, 48 ■ Father to Kelli, 26, John 
Glen, 23, scott, 14, Andrew, 12, Lili, 9, 
and Arielle, 14 months
What makes him so hot: “even though we 
have six children—and now a grandson!—
our relationship isn’t just about being par-
ents,” says Lori. “He writes love poems for 
me with magnetic words on our refrigera-
tor, built me an art studio in the backyard—
and after 25 years together, he learned to 
country-dance so he can take me two-
stepping on our date nights! He’s full of in-
tegrity and confidence. Our boys want to 
be like him, and our girls want to marry 
someone like him.”
What did the guys have to say about his 
being in this contest? “What didn’t they 
say?” John says. “But after the initial rib-

bing, they started asking me questions, 
like, ‘How have you stayed married for so 
long?’ So many people are struggling to 
stay married, so it was nice to have the op-
portunity to talk about that.”
Favorite way to spoil his wife: “It’s simple, 
but I bring her roses every couple of 
months,” John says. 
What John wants women to know about 
men: “When you’re in a relationship with a 
man, treating him with respect is the most 
important thing,” he says. “Don’t drop it be-
cause you’re angry. Nothing feels worse 
than if my wife loses respect for me.”
What makes his marriage work so well: 
“We made a decision early on that ‘divorce’ 
wasn’t going to be in our vocabulary,” John 
says. “We’re both on the same team, even 
when we’re arguing, and we’re determined 
to make it work, no matter what.” 
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JerrY LOLLAr, 39
Indianapolis ■ Small-business owner ■ 
Married 18 years to Danielle, 39 ■ Father 
to Jerad, 11, and Abbey, 9
What makes him so hot: “After almost two 
decades together, Jerry is still the funniest 
person I know,” Danielle says. “He can 
make me laugh at anything, and we’ve 
used humor to deal with all the ups and 
downs over the years. He’s also a great 
dad, and he coaches the kids’ basketball 
and soccer teams at church, which he 
loves. Watching him bond with his own kids 
and show them that he’s there for them, no 
matter what, is wonderful for me.”
Hidden talent: “He’s always wanted to do 
stand-up comedy,” Danielle says. “He actu-
ally has a journal of material.”
How did he feel when he found out he was 
a finalist? “It was flattering to know that 
people think I’m a good-looking guy, but to 
be honest, I was a little embarrassed too,” 
Jerry says. “I never even went online to 
look, and if I had, I probably would have 
voted for someone else.”
What Jerry wants women to know about 
men: “There’s a stereotype that all men 

check out other women, 
but it’s not true,” he says. 
“everyone notices a good-
looking individual when 
they see one, but that 
doesn’t mean that all men 
gawk at women. A lot of 
men don’t. I certainly 
don’t.” 
What he loves about his 
wife: “There are so 
many things I love 
about Danielle, but the 
thing I appreciate most 
is her big heart,” Jerry 
says. “I tease her 
about this every day. It 
doesn’t matter what 
we watch on TV—
oprah, The Biggest Loser—she will cry  
at the drop of a hat because she has so 
much compassion for other people,  
even people she doesn’t know. I can’t 
imagine ever being married to anyone 
else because I can’t imagine looking over 
and seeing another woman not crying at 
the TV.”

If he could give his 
wife an award, what would it be for? “I’m 
actually trying to find an embarrassing con-
test on the Internet that I can enter her in to 
get back at her!” Jerry says. “But if I were to 
give her an award, it would be for World’s 
Greatest Mom. I couldn’t imagine a better 
mother.” 

we love men

 
PATrICK HAWLeY, 

38 Webster Grove, Mo ■ Stay-at-home dad ■ Married six years 
to Marcella, 37 ■ Father to Tallulah, 5, and Finn, 2
What makes him so hot: “What is hotter than a husband who is 
willing to quit his lucrative technology job to stay home and raise 
your children?” Marcella says. “I’m so lucky that Patrick is such an 
amazing, appreciative dad. Plus, he is so passionate about every-

thing that he does, and it’s exciting to be 
around someone like that. He plays drums in 
two bands; he’s a cyclist for a local competi-
tive racing team, trains over 100 miles a 
week, and trains and mentors young cyclists; 
and he’s a gourmet cook. Patrick is hot in just 
about every category you can imagine.”
Best feature: “His eyes are really amazing,” 
Marcella says.
What Patrick wants women to know about 
men: “Don’t overlook a guy who’s quiet or 
shy,” he says. “He may not be super-outgo-
ing, but he could be the most devoted, pas-
sionate, and caring person out there.”
How did he feel when he found out he was 
a finalist? “Had I known beforehand, I 
would have asked Marcy not to enter the 
contest,” Patrick admits. “But once I found 

out, my competitive spirit emerged. I wanted to win! 
Honestly, though, the best part was for Marcy to enter me in the 
first place. For her to think that I was deserving of the title Hottest 
Husband—that’s even better than winning.”
If he could give his wife an award, what would it be for? “If I don’t say 
Hottest Wife, I’m in trouble because she nominated me to be Hot-
test Husband!” Patrick says. “I’d say Most supportive, Most Under-
standing, and Hottest Wife. There, I got my way out of there!”
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TOMMY rUDIG, 29
roseville, CA ■ Forklift op-
erator ■ Married six years 
to Allison, 29 ■  
Father to Blake, 6
What makes him so hot: 
“His strength of charac-
ter,” Allison says. “When 
we had our son, Blake, 
and discovered he had 
Down syndrome, I went 
through a grieving pro-
cess, but Tommy never 
did. Tommy was just 
so proud and happy to 
have Blake as his son, 
and he always puts 
Blake first. He had been planning to 
go back to college but put his dreams on hold so he could work a 
job that would give him the flexibility to take care of our son. Then, 
right after we had Blake, Tommy was diagnosed with testicular can-
cer. He had just finished his first round of treatment when we got 
married. He’s been cancer-free for five years now.”
Hidden talent: “He cooks and bakes,” Allison says. “every year on 
Valentine’s Day, my mom takes Blake, and Tommy makes dinner 

for us—a crab dish and 
these awesome molten 
chocolate cakes. And last 
year, he made these tiny 
strawberry cupcakes to 
bring in to Blake’s class. 
They were a huge hit!”
What Tommy wants women 
to know about men: “Men 
love women, we love you to 
death, but sometimes we just 
need our space,” he says. 
“Guys need to have their guys’ 
night out, and we don’t neces-
sarily want you there. It’s not 
because we don’t love you—
we just want to watch basket-
ball and hang out. It’s nothing 
personal!”

What did the guys have to say about his being in this contest? “A 
couple of the guys at work started calling me ‘Double H’ for ‘Hottest 
Husband,’” Tommy admits.
Best thing about being married: “everything!” Tommy says. “It’s 
great having someone who knows you inside and out, who under-
stands you and will always be there in good times and bad times.”

VINCeNT rOWe, 45
Los Angeles ■ Vascular surgeon ■ Married 
17 years to Pauline, 45
What makes him so hot: Move over,  
McDreamy—there’s a new hot doc in town! 
“Vincent treats every patient with the same 
care and attention he would give a family 
member,” Pauline says. “He also travels to 
Honduras twice a year to provide vascular 

surgery to patients who 
can’t afford it and train phy-
sicians there to complete 
the complex operation. His 
patients call him ‘salva 
vida,’ life saver. And he 
keeps his 6-foot-4-inch 
physique and amazing 
butt sexy by cycling up to 
100 miles a day. even his 
60-year-old secretary 
says, ‘everyone loves 
Dr. rowe’s butt!’”
What Vincent wants 
women to know about 
men: “Don’t try to find 
out what we’re think-
ing, because the truth 

will shock you,” he says. 
Favorite way to spoil his wife: “I used to 
spoil her with jewelry, but what she really 
wants is kind, sweet words,” Vincent says.
What makes his marriage work so well: 
“We are both able to forgive and forget,” 
Vincent says. “We try to leave the past in 
the past and move on.”
Best thing about being married: “Companion-
ship,” Vincent says. “I feel like I always have 
someone who cares for my well-being.”

What did the guys have to say about his 
being in this contest? “They teased me 
about it,” Vincent says, “especially the part on 
the website where it said I have a nice butt!” 

WANT To MeeT eVeN  
More HoT HUSBANDS? 
Go to redbookmag.com/hot 
husbands to check out the rest of this 
year’s supersexy finalists, plus our 
favorite entries in categories like Men 
in Uniform and Bald is Beautiful.

Is YOUr  
HUSBAND  
THe HoTTeST?
enter him in our 
10th annual Hottest 
Husband contest! 
You could win an 

eight-day, seven-night trip for two to 
the Westin Casuarina resort and 
Spa in Grand Cayman. To enter, tell 
us in 500 words or less why your 
guy is so hot, and include a recent 
photo. For details, see page 199 or 
go to redbookmag.com 
/hothusbands2009. 
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